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Legumes Translated is a Thematic Network





Thematic networks

Collect existing scientific knowledge and 
best practices which are close to being put 
into practice, but not yet sufficiently ready 
for  farmers and foresters to implement. 

Translate this knowledge into easily 
understandable end-user material such as 
short, informative recommendations and 
solutions (“practice abstracts”), leaflets, 
guidelines and audio-visual material 
(photos, video clips, etc.). 
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The project concept and ambition



Thematic networks

.. are a key element in the 
implementation of the EIP Agricultural 
Productivity and Sustainability (EIP-AGRI) 

…..fostering cross-border knowledge 
exchange and may enable links being 
established with and between the EIP-
AGRI Operational Groups….



Legumes Translated

This project will bring knowledge together 
and focus it on key users using a value chain 
approach. This will integrate the contributions 
of all relevant actors and support key 
decision makers. The project is about 
enabling active and empowering 
knowledge exchange and acquisition 
rather than just ‘knowledge transfer’.

Actors are not just stakeholders



The Multi-Actor Approach

…means that projects must focus on real problems or 

opportunities that farmers, foresters or others who need a 

solution (“end-users”) are facing. It also means that 

partners with complementary types of knowledge –

scientific, practical and other – must join forces in the 

project activities from beginning to end. As a result, MAA 

projects are able to develop innovative solutions which 

are more ready to be applied in practice and cover real 

needs. 





The consortium



Our actor groups



Transition networks

N
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Transition Network/Themed Case Studies Lead

partners

1. Diversified of arable cropping using cool-season grain legumes (Cool-

season grain)

ZALF

2. Soy-based value-chains for feed and food (Soy) LTZ

3. Legume-based food products and high-tech processing (Food) HEL

4. Value chains based on pigmeat (Pigmeat) BESH

5. Value chains based on poultry (Poultry) DS

6. Value chains based on dairy and beef (Dairy and beef) SRUC

7. Aquaculture NIRE



Transition networks

Transition Networks and their coordinating 

partners

A
c
to

r 
G

ro
u
p
 

c
o
o
rd

in
a
tin

g
 

p
a
rt

n
e
r

C
o
o
l-
s
e
a
s
o
n
 

g
ra

in
 

S
o
y

F
o
o
d
 

P
ig

 m
e
a
t 

P
o
u
ltr

y

D
a
ir
y 

a
n
d
 b

e
e
f

A
q
u
a
c
u
lt
u
re

  

Z
A

L
F

L
T

Z

H
E

L

B
E

S
H

D
S

S
R

U
C

N
IR

E

1. Bulgarian Legumes Network ABI

2. German Soybean Association LTZ

3. Soy Network Switzerland FiBL

4. Schwaebisch Hall Producers BESH

5. Soybean Cultivation Group in South-east Europe IFVC

6. Donau Soja value Chain Development Group DS

7. The German Lupin Network ZALF

8. The German Pea and Bean Network LLH

9. Swiss Lupin Network FiBL

10. Brandenburg Farmers ZALF

11. The Irish Protein Crops Group TEAG

12. SRUC Dairy Protein Group SRUC

13. LegumesForFish NIRE

14. Waitrose Livestock Group STON

15. Ground for Growth HEL
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From Environmental stratification of 
Europe (Metzger et al. 2005).
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Transition

Geels FW (2011) The multi-level perspective on sustainability 
transitions: response to seven criticisms. Environn. Innov. Soc
Transit 1:24–40 





What should happen in these transition networks?

AG1 AG2 AG3 AG4

Themed
Transition Network 

Published outputs based on synthesised 
knowledge and validation

Research-based 
contribution

Research-based 
contribution



Analysis of Actor 
Group information 
in a co-learning 
framework to 
support crop and 
supply chain
development

Sector and value chain 
knowledge compilation,  
guide to communication
outputs

Understanding and
documentation of 
wider economic and 
policy conditions

Comparative
assessment
between Actor
Groups to study
transversal 
themes and
experiences

Assessment of
markets, ESS, 
resource impacts,
policy
development

Exchange with
wider farming
community, 
value chain
developers, civil
society, policy
makers

Actor Group Knowledge

Support of the EIP / Competitive production & value chains 

Co-learning cycle 2 Co-learning cycle 3

Co-learning cycle 4

Co-
learning 
cycle 1

Transition Network Knowledge Sector & Policy Knowledge



WP1 and 2  Coordination of the project and the work of Actor Groups

WP6 Communications and impact 

AG 15AG 3…AG 2AG 1

Cropping 
system

performance

Supply chain 
impact

Farm 
economics 

Value/supply 
chain economics

Sector and 
value chain 

performance

Farm-level 
development

Supply-chain 
development

Farm 
environmental

Impact

WP4 Economic 
performance

WP5 Environmental
performance

WP3 Production 
systems

Regional to global 
ESS impacts

Overcoming lock-
ins/developing 

new opportunities

Policy interactions

Societal-level 
development

Knowledge synthesis 

Corporate social 
responsibility





Use of logos























Novelty in Legumes Translated

First Thematic Network in this area

First substantial investment in soy-supported cropping

Centre of gravity in central Europe

Strong East-West interaction

First formal network between the networks under the 
German Protein Crop Strategy


